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For Boaters, By Boaters SM 
 

 

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT 
 

THE SKIPJACK newsletter is published monthly except 
the combined July/August issue.  Deadline for articles is 
the 20th day of the month for the following month’s issue.  
THE SKIPJACK is written by and published for the 
members of the Rockville Sail and Power Squadron 
(RSPS), a squadron and unit of District 5 of the United 
States Power Squadrons ®. 
 
Editor: P/C Craig Floyd, JN, 7204 Deer Lake Lane, 
Rockville, MD 20855.  301.926.6675 or 
skipjack@rspsonline.org.  Distribution: P/C Julien Hofberg, 
JN; Lt Jon Griffin, SN. 
. 

 

 

 

 

Recently at ABC-Rockville:  
 

 
 

Was this a World Trade Summit?  Another Congressional Hearing? A meeting of horse 

racing stewards?  No, ABC-Rockville held another informal Happy Hour at a local 

Rockville establishment last month.  Come join us at the May ‘conference.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander’s Corner 

Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ave you ever thought about all the benefits of ABC 

membership?  I knew that ABC members are eligible for a 

discounted membership for BoatUS, but to do the topic 

justice, I figured I would visit the “Member’s Only” area of the USPS 

website, to not leave anything out.  

 

It was enlightening.  I never knew all the other “benefits of 

membership” available to ABC members … discounts on not just boat 

insurance, but home and auto insurance, long term care, vision, 

prescription meds, and even a healthcare plan for pets! And then there 

are even more discounts on everything from boating gear, training and 

publications, to AEDs, custom embroidery, and travel! As I scrolled 

through all the discounts, I realized how much I had been missing out 

on.  For example, did you know that Sea\\Tow offers a 60-day free 

membership to anyone who takes a USPS class? But then, to my 

surprise, I hit the bottom of the list and the scrolling stopped  -  and it  

H 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Americas-Boating-Club-Rockville-162532707800704
https://www.facebook.com/Americas-Boating-Club-Rockville-162532707800704
mailto:skipjack@rspsonline.org
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 2019-2020 ABC-R Executive Committee 
 

Commander 

Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 

301.528.0753 

cdr@rspsonline.org 
 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Chris Smith 

301.445.0093 

exec@rspsonline.org 

 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 

admin@rspsonline.org 

 

Squadron Ed Officer 

Lt/C Brian Reed, JN 

301.540.0520 

seo@rspsonline.org 
 

Secretary 

Lt/C. William K Stuart 

240.605.2974 

secretary@rspsonline.org 
 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Mike Joyce 

 

treasurer@rspsonline.org 

 

Member-at-Large 

Lt Mary Ferrante 

 

MAL1@RSPSonline.org 

 

Member-at-Large 

Lt. Jon Griffin, SN 

301.996.1915 

MAL2@rspsonline.org 

 
 

Member-at-Large 

Lt. Patricia Peter, AP 

301.718.1606 

MAL3@rspsonline.org 
 

Immediate Past 

Commander 

IPC Gil Rose, P 

410.533.9771 

pcdr@rspsonline.org  
  

 

 

 

was there I realized, the list did not even touch on the BEST part 

of America’s Boating Club (ABC)  membership. 

 

Discounts are nice (more money to spend on the boat, right?)  But 

I have found the best things I have gained from my ABC 

membership are: 

 The ability to get together with other sailors and motor 

boaters for fellowship at least monthly—whether it is for 

happy hour, a picnic or pancake breakfast, a raft-up (my 

personal favorite), or one of the monthly “Dine and Learn” 

events that combine good food, great friends, and an 

opportunity to learn something new and interesting. 

 Speaking of learning, ABC’s extensive course offerings 

have something for everyone.  After I took the Marine 

Electrical Systems course, for example, I had the 

knowledge and confidence to re-wire s/v Sark and replace 

its deteriorated electrical panel.  That knowledge served me 

once again last weekend when I replaced the bilge pump 

on s/v Invictus.  But even better than giving me the 

knowledge to maintain boats, the course, the 

encouragement from others, and the opportunities to use 

the knowledge gained have helped me to truly know my 

boats - making me, and everyone aboard, safer when we 

are away from port. 

 There is the counsel and advice that has proven invaluable.  

When a member said he was in the market for a boat, 

members have been more than happy to talk about the pros 

and cons of different boats they have owned, and someone 

else even gave him a tour and invited him for time on the 

water, to help in his decision-making.  Whether it is 

identifying a gizmo left aboard by the previous owner or 

figuring out the proper use of the features on a new boat or 

system, there is always a member with the answers, who is 

happy to share. 

 The Vessel Safety Checks (with a personal touch)—like 

the time P/C Chuck Wells, SN traveled all the way to 

Middle River to meet with the Sea Scouts, to talk about 

safety (and Scouting) with them, and issue their decals. 

 
 

 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
mailto:cdr@rspsonline.org
mailto:exec@rspsonline.org
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
mailto:eo@rspsonline.org
mailto:secretary@rspsonline.org
mailto:treasurer@rspsonline.org
mailto:MAL1@RSPSonline.org
mailto:MAL2@rspsonline.org
mailto:MAL3@rspsonline.org
mailto:pcdr@rspsonline.org
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In Memoriam 

P/C Ed Wise, AP 
 

 
 

C. Edward Wise, Jr., age 98, graduated to his 

heavenly home 10 April 2019.  Ed and his wife 

Ruth and their family lived in the Silver Spring 

area and the family enjoyed entertaining at their 

property on the Magothy River.  Ed was a USPS 

member for 52 years and earned 45 Merit Marks. 

Ed and Ruth purchased their very first boat in 

1971 and he was also a charter member and Past 

Commander of the Rockville Power Squadron.  

From the time he joined, Ed was a fully engaged, 

100% committed member (even though he sold 

the boat in 1973!)  Ed eagerly said ‘yes’ to 

serving on almost every possible committee for 

both Rockville and Potomac River Squadrons, 

and served on D/5 level positions, including 

holding the role as Publications Officer until 

2015.  Ed and the family learned a lot about 

boating while having great fun including Change 

of Watch ceremonies, raft-up trips, crab feasts, 

D/5 Conferences. Through the years, Ed made 

great friendships (and even set the career path for 

daughter Jan - thanks Squadron!).  The family is 

sure that he is enjoying peace and freedom, and 

probably on a committee sharing his talents!  

 

 And I remember helping P/C Jeff McKinney, 

JN and P/C Alan Karpas, JN bend the sails on 

Alan’s boat, and I know other members have 

similar memories - it is funny how working on 

a boat does not seem like work, when you are 

doing it with friends. 

A final “benefit of membership” listed at the ABC 

website is their “Port Captains” program. These folks  

are ABC members around the country who have 

volunteered to help other members - whether you 

need help finding a mechanic for emergency repairs 

during transit or just looking for local knowledge 

when navigating in a strange area, there is bound to 

be a member willing to help another member.  Clearly 

the “benefits of membership” go well beyond 

discounts; the best benefits of ABC membership are 

the members you meet - your boating friends. 

 
CONTENTS 

        

Replacing a Lost Maryland  

Safe Boating Card 

 

The NASBLA-approved Maryland Boating Safety 

training you took is good for a lifetime but the card 

you received might not be as they can get lost or 

destroyed.  So, what do you do?  You can retake the 

course--and that would not hurt (it would be a great 

refresher!), but if you are short on time and just need 

a replacement card, it is easy: 

 

Send an e-mail to tiffaney.palmatary@maryland.gov.  

Tell her you need a replacement safe boating card. 

 

Include your name, your mailing address, your date 

of birth, the year and county in which you took the 

course (if known) and a daytime phone number.  In 

about 2 weeks, you can expect to have a replacement 

card mailed to you. 

 

It is easy to be a safe boater, if you know how! 
 

 

CONTENTS

http://www.rspsonline.org/
mailto:tiffaney.palmatary@maryland.gov
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Education Log 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

P/C Brian Reed, JN 

 

he spring season is wrapping up for the education 

department.  We had two successful seminars and 

two classes. Julien’s Cruise Planning class finished up 

a couple weeks ago and Joe’s Marine Electrical 

Systems class should be about halfway through.  

Unfortunately, we had to scrap our basic boating class 

for a lack of registrations.  

 

P/C Denise Allen, JN is working on a Maryland 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) certified 

instructor course for us.  She has about eight 

instructors who want to be Maryland DNR certified 

to teach the basic boating course. The exciting thing 

is that we are going to do this course online using 

Google Hangouts Meet.  If we can get this trial run of 

an online course working, expect more to come.  

Speaking of virtual courses, D/5 is putting on an 

online Junior Navigation (JN) class.  We have two 

students signed up for this class.  In the future I think 

JN will be named Offshore Navigation, but for now it 

is still JN. 

 

For the summer, we usually do not do too much in the 

Education Department because vacation schedules 

make it hard. However, Alan is going to try to host 

some on-the-water training either in Jump Start or the 

Boat Operator Certification (BOC) programs. Contact 

Alan if you have any interest in some on-the-water 

lessons. 

  

We received a little bit of feedback for fall classes. 

We are thinking of a Piloting course (soon to be 

renamed Marine Navigation), a Sail course if we can 

find an instructor, and hopefully one more based on 

more feedback (send us an e-mail!). 
 

CONTENTS 

 

 

Junior Navigation Online Course 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

 

 – Mid-Atlantic District intends to offer 

an online district wide Junior Navigation 

(JN) course. The prerequisite to enrolling in the JN 

course is the successful completion of the Advance 

Piloting (AP) course exam. The course will be given 

online except for a one-day sight taking session to be 

held during the spring and summer. The first online 

session will be designed to introduce the marine 

sextant and explain the JN course sight requirements. 

The other online course sessions will begin in mid-

September. By that time, all sight folders will need to 

be completed. The sight taking session will be given 

at selected locations around the District in May and 

later in the summer. Attendance at one of the sight 

taking sessions will be mandated. 

 

To participate in the course, students will need a 

computer and an internet connection. 

“FreeConferenceCall.com,” a free program, will be 

used to allow communication between the students 

and the instructors. A document which explains how 

to log onto the online course sessions and the etiquette 

of participating in an online course will be sent to all 

enrollees. The instructors will be able to speak to the 

students and share their computer screens with the 

students. Likewise, the students will be able to 

communicate with the class and when the instructor 

wishes and with the permission of the student, the 

latter’s screen will be visible to the entire class. 

 

During the spring and summer sight taking sessions, 

instructors will help the students learn how to use a 

marine sextant. Ideally, there will be one instructor 

for each four students. We will need Mid-Atlantic 

volunteers who have completed JN to make this 

possible.  Contact Alan at alankarpas@verizon.net or 

301.767.5905 for more information. 
CONTENTS

T ABC 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
mailto:alankarpas@verizon.net
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Executive View 

Lt/C Chris Smith, S 

 

 

Are you staying up-to-date? 

 

In the United States, notices are issued by each U.S. 

Coast Guard (USCG) District to disseminate 

important information affecting navigational safety 

within that District. This Notice reports changes and 

deficiencies in aids to navigation (ATONs) 

maintained by the Coast Guard. Other marine 

information such as new charts, channel depths, naval 

operations, and regattas is included. Since temporary 

information of short duration is not included in the 

weekly Notice to Mariners, the Local Notice to 

Mariners (LNM) may be the only source of such 

information. Small craft using the Intracoastal 

Waterway and small harbors not normally used by 

oceangoing vessels need it to keep charts and 

publications up-to-date. 

Since correcting information for U.S. charts in the 

Notice to Mariners is obtained from the Coast Guard 

Local Notices, it is normal to expect a lag of one or 

two weeks for the Notice to Mariners to publish a 

correction from this source. 

We here in the Mid-Atlantic region fall into the U.S. 

Coast Guard’s District 5 (!) designation.  The D5 

LNM covers the coastal waters from Shrewsbury 

River, New Jersey to Little River in South Carolina. 

This Local Notice to Mariners contains all 

information relevant to the waterways within the Fifth 

Coast Guard District and is updated each Tuesday on 

the U.S. Coast Guard Navigation Center website at 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmDistri

ct&region=5. 

 

 

 

The LNM is broken out into sections such as: 

 Special Notices to the Mariner 

 Discrepancies to ATONs  

 Details of temporary ATON changes 

 USCG chart corrections 

 Advanced Notices of upcoming maritime 

events that may affect transiting an area 

 Proposed changes to ATONs 

 General information of general concern 

(construction, diving, dredging, etc.) 

 ATON Light List corrections 

 Shoaling summaries 

 Summary of marine events (such as 

fireworks, sailing regattas, etc.) 

If you would like to receive email notices telling you 

when  the latest LNMs for this district have been 

posted please register with 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=BulletinS

ubscription. 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTENTS 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notice_to_Mariners
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First  

   Aid  

      Support  

         Team 

P/C Jeff McKinney, JN 

 

ith the arrival of nice weather, many of you are 

out in the yard or on the boat. This means 

higher sun angles and increased exposure to 

ultraviolet (UV) rays. Did you know that total 

daylight was already up to 14 hours on 5 May? 
 

Get back in the habit of covering up with appropriate 

headgear, clothing, and sunblock. First thing to do is 

check the expiration date of the sunblock you saved 

from last summer. If it is expired or getting close, 

replace it now. The UV blocking compounds 

degrade over time and can be nearly worthless if you 

are more than six months past the expiration date. 

When you apply it, try to do so at least 30 minutes 

before going out so it has a chance to soak into your 

skin. Don’t forget those often-missed sensitive spots 

like under your nose, chin, and ears. Lip balm with 

sunblock is a good idea as well. 
 

Remember to reapply the sunblock agents through the 

day, especially if you are sweating a lot or swimming. 

There is no waterproof sunscreen anymore, so it will 

wash off and needs a “booster” to remain effective. 

Long-sleeved sun-blocking shirts are another option. 

They not only protect you from the UV rays, but will 

give a little insulation on those cooler mornings we 

still get. It can also act as a wicking garment when it 

gets hot and help pull perspiration off of your skin, so 

you will feel cooler. 
 

Did you leave any prescription meds on your boat 

over the winter? If you did, they may have gone bad 

due to temperature and humidity extremes on board. 

Check with your pharmacist or health care provider 

and replace them as needed.  
 

While you are at it, check any non-prescription 

medications such as pain relievers, ointments, and 

sterile dressing expiration dates in your boat and 

home first-aid kits. Replace any meds approaching 

the end of their shelf life. You never know when you 

might need it. 
CONTENTS 

        

 

Vessel Safety Checks 

P/C Jeff McKinney, JN 

 

 
 

ur eager and willing examiners are hard at work 

doing Vessel Safety Checks. So far there are 101 

in the books, but we want more! Is yours among that 

group? If not, please let one of us know soon so we 

can add yours to the count. You can email me 

(jmckinney2606@gmail.com) if you need contact 

information for one of the team or have specific 

questions about the VSC program. 
 

It does not take long: about 30 minutes on average. If 

you are already fully compliant and have everything 

laid out before we arrive it can be done in as little as 

20 minutes. The most common causes of failure are 

expired flares, burned out or broken navigation lights 

(including the white anchor and steaming lights), and 

outdated registration or documentation paperwork. 

Need more incentive? You will get a 10% discount 

coupon good at West Marine toward the purchase of 

safety gear just for getting a VSC done (pass or fail). 
 

Join us at a future raft-up (like the upcoming Father’s 

Day event), have us come to your dock, or we can 

even do the exam in your driveway. Boats, PWCs, 

canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards can all be checked. 

Do not forget to ask fellow boaters you know if they 

want an exam. We just need you to tell us when and 

where to meet you or your friend. 
 

Check with your marina manager. If they are 

interested, we might be able to set up a “Day on the 

Dock” and get a bunch of exams done at one time. 
 

W 

O 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
mailto:jmckinney2606@gmail.com
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Administratively 

Speaking 

        Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
 

 

 

 

 

BC-Rockville April events included our 

monthly Dine and Learn which focused on how 

America’s Boating Club, in partnership with the Sea 

Scouts, can build more and safer future boaters. Then 

16 April we enjoyed the first of our three spring happy 

hours at Matchbox in Rockville. We have two more 

planned: Tuesday 14 May at Nick’s Chop House in 

King Farm in Rockville and Tuesday 18 June at 

Ruth’s Chris at Downtown Crown in Gaithersburg. 

Drop in and share experiences with fellow boaters. 

Thanks to P/C Steve Permison, JN for arranging these 

events. 
 

Join us Wednesday 8 May starting at 1800 at 

Nantucket’s Reef Restaurant in Rockville to hear 

Rear Admiral (Ret.) Chuck Saffell talk about what it’s 

like to command the world’s largest boat (the USS 

Wasp). His speech is entitled “Cruising with 5,000 of 

your Closest Friends.” 
 

ABC-R has a full summer of on the water activities 

planned with Blue Angels viewing in May, Father’s 

Day Raft up at Little Round Bay on the Severn in 

June, a DelMarVa Circumnavigation in July, Day on 

the Bay and a Wye River Raft-up in August. There is 

usually plenty of room for crew and opportunities to 

come by land and join the group for dinner.  Check 

the calendar in this issue or online at abcrockville.org 

for details. 
 

Want more? Our neighboring Squadrons in 

Annapolis, Baltimore, Kent Narrows, and more also 

organize on-the-water events. Check the District 5 

calendar at uspsd5.org for dates and locations. 
 

Please let us know what you do and do not like about 

events past and future and especially your ideas for 

great future events. Email me at 

admin@rspsonline.org or call me at 301.257.2676. 
 

CONTENTS 

 
 

Father’s Day Raft-Up 

P/C Brian Reed, JN 

 

 am organizing the Father’s Day cruise this year. It 

is going to occur on the weekend of 15-16 June.  By 

popular demand it will be a raft-up instead of a marina 

stay.  The location is Little Round Bay at the top of 

the Severn River near Crownsville, MD.  We will 

have a launch and parking spots so folks can come by 

land or by sea.  The coordinates are approximately 39 

deg 02’N 076 deg 34’W. Here it is on chart 12282: 
https://www.charts.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/12282.shtml  

 

Contact me at brian@allreed.com or 240.252.8809 to 

be added to the rendezvous mailing list. That is not a 

commitment, just a way for you to keep up on the 

latest information. 

 
CONTENTS 

        

 
 

A I 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
file:///K:/abcr/sj/2019/May/abcrockville.org
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
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mailto:brian@allreed.com
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Around the 

Squadron 
 

P/C Gil Rose, P 

 

 

 

 

 

 am asking around for a few stories of how 

members got into boating, and I would like to share 

them with you. Please do not wait to be asked to give 

me some stories/anecdotes to pass along. 

 

Mike Joyce writes: “I have always liked the water.  I 

spent a lot a lot of my youth in Delaware around tidal 

waters.  My father also liked the water and fishing and 

always talked about owning a boat and fishing off the 

coast or in the Delaware Bay.  One time in the late 

sixties my father took me to a power boat dealer 

where we took a test ride in a small boat that he was 

interested in.  I was hooked.  My father was in the Air 

Force and, unfortunately, duty called and he was not 

able to purchase the boat.  Shortly, thereafter, he 

received orders for Vietnam.  I was devastated.  From 

then on, I vowed to have a boat.  In the late 1980s, a 

coworker who had a sailboat invited me to crew on 

his boat, a 42-foot ketch.  I got hooked on 

sailing.  Then life and kids happened.  I finally got my 

boat, a 19-foot Boston Whaler, which I use around 

Rehoboth and Bethany Beaches as well as the 

Chesapeake Bay.  But my heart is in sailing and I hope 

to purchase a sailboat in the near future.” 

 

Thanks Mike! 

 

We just completed the Annapolis Spring Sailboat 

Show and it was interesting for a number of reasons: 

First, the weather was a factor this year, with a very 

strong cold front that came through Friday (26 April). 

With sizable winds and rain, it gave show-goers a 

great excuse to wear their expensive foul weather gear 

and to witness the expertise of all the boat handlers 

who had their boats tied to the temporary docks, doing 

the fender foxtrot! You could had gotten seasick out 

there as those docks rippled as if in a major 

earthquake! I watched that cold front through the 

internet travel out to sea, and it stayed together-and 

angry until it got to Bermuda, some 32 hours later. 

 

I love being at these shows and the people watching 

is always entertaining. From newbies that have that 

“deer in the headlight” look, to old French salts with 

shoe leather skin and taped up broken toes from their 

bare feet hitting an unseen deck fitting on some 

midnight watch. They all came to get their Spring 

“fix.” 

 

Thanks to Alan and Arlene Karpas who took the time 

to man the ABC Booth that Saturday, and it was also 

great to see Tom Schwab and Rebecca Knutson at the 

show attending the Cruiser’s University. I think they 

would tell you it was money and time well spent, and 

they loved being lectured to by the great Nigel Calder. 

 

Well, that is it for now. Go make stories! 

 

Yours Aye, 

Gil 
CONTENTS 

        
 

 

ABC-Rockville May Birthdays 

 
 

Tom O'Brien 01 May 

Janet Gonski 03 May 

William Moser 07 May 

Craig Sager 10 May 

Beverly Eng 14 May 

Mark Kronisch 14 May 

Caitrin O'Brien 18 May 

Steve Braunstein 19 May 

Edward Prunier 25 May 

Caleigh Mason 27 May 

Paula Sind-Prunier 29 May 

    
CONTENTS 
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ABC - Rockville Calendar  

     

Date Day    Time Event Contact 

May     

 
8 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

General Membership Meeting  
Nantucket Reef Restaurant 
9755 Traville Gateway Drive 
Rockville, MD  20850 
Program: Rear Admiral (Ret) Chuck Saffell –  
   “Cruising with 5,000 of Your Closest Friends” 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
14 

 
Tue 

 
1700-1900 

Happy Hour 
Nick’s Chop House 
700 King Farm Boulevard 
Rockville, MD  20850 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
18-24 

  National Safe Boating Week 
 

 

 
 

22 

 
 
Wed 

 
 
1000-1400 

ABC-R on the Water 
Blue Angels Viewing 
aboard s/v Hideaway 
Severn River (offshore USNA) 
near Annapolis, MD 

 
P/C Alan Karpas, JN 
alan.karpas@verizon.net 
301.757.5905 

Jun     

 
 

15 
16 

 
 
Sat 
Sun 

 
 
1500 - 
1100 

ABC-R on the Water 
Father’s Day Raft-Up 
Little Round Bay 
Severn River 
near Crownsville, MD 

 
P/C Brian Reed, JN 
brian@allreed.com 
301.540.0520 
 

 
18 

 
Tue 

 
1700-1900 

Happy Hour 
Ruth’s Chris Restaurant 
106 Crowne Park Avenue 
Gaithersburg, MD  20878 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

Jul     

 
 

19-21 

  ABC-R on the Water 
DelMarVa Cruise 

 
P/C Alan Karpas, JN 
alan.karpas@verizon.net 
301.757.5905 

 
25-28 

  District 5  
Summer Council Meeting 
Somers Cove Marina 
715 Broadway Avenue 
Crisfield, MD  21817 

 
D/Lt/C Walter Neese, SN 
walt@walterworkshardware.com 
410.728.7275 

Aug     

 
17 
18 

 
Sat 
Sun 

 
1500 – 
1100 

ABC-R on the Water 
Mid-Summer Raft-Up 
w/ABC- Kent Narrows 
Wye River 
near Queenstown, MD 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

CONTENTS
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Pictures of P/C Ed Wise, AP  
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The Angels are Coming! 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

t is almost May and that means that the 

Midshipmen at the US Naval Academy are getting 

ready for graduation/Commissioning on Friday, 24 

May.  That means that the famous Blue Angels will 

be coming to Annapolis and performing in their 

honor.  This annual event is one of the most exciting 

shows you will ever see.    

 

As in the past, I will be sailing to Mill Creek off of 

Whitehall Bay on Tuesday, 21 May and anchoring 

overnight so I can get up early and get a premier spot 

on the “line” for the show on Wednesday.  Hopefully 

several of you who have boats will raft up with me so 

we can have another great ABC - Rockville event.  

Tuesday night I will anchor just off Cantler’s Crab 

House and dingy over so we can enjoy our first hard 

shells of the year. 

 

I will, as I have done in the past, pick up by dinghy 

those who want to come to Annapolis on Wednesday, 

just for the show.  I have plenty of room aboard for 

everyone.  We will order a deli platter from Chick & 

Ruth’s in 

Annapolis so I 

will need to 

know how 

many will be 

joining us.  

Please let me 

know if you 

are interested in rafting overnight on Tuesday and/or 

raft on Wednesday, or want to drive to Annapolis and 

watch the show from my boat.  The best way to make 

your reservation is through email at 

alankarpas@verizon.net.  Call me if you have any 

questions at 301.767.5905. 

CONTENTS 

 

 

 

 

Sailing Around the Delmarva 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

ant to get the experience of sailing overnight in 

the ocean and the excitement of an overnight 

cruise on the Chesapeake Bay?  Then consider joining 

us for our Delmarva Cruise.  Several ABC-Rockville 

members will be sailing non-stop around the 

DelMarVa over the weekend of 19-22 July.  This 360 

NM cruise will be led by Alan Karpas aboard s/v 

Hideaway and P/C Julien Hofberg, JN aboard s/v 

Phoenix. 

 

The cruise will start on the Severn River at 0900 on 

Friday, 19 July.  If we average five knots, we will 

arrive back in Annapolis at 0900 on Monday, 22 July.  

Direction of travel will depend on the wind and 

weather forecast for the weekend. 

 

If you want to take your own boat, it must have a 2019 

Vessel Safety Check (VSC) decal, paper charts 

covering the cruising area, at least one DSC enabled 

VHF radio connected to a GPS and programmed with 

your MMSI number, a backup VHF radio (handheld 

is acceptable) a chart plotter and a backup GPS 

(handheld is acceptable).  Radar and AIS are 

desirable, but not required. 

 

Each boat should have sufficient, competent crew to 

stand overnight watches.   Anyone wanting to crew 

on one of the boats should contact Alan Karpas at 

alankarpas@verizon.net or 301.757.5905. 
CONTENTS 
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